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REVIEWS in 

civic kindergarten" will mean the reopening of questions supposed to be 
settled, the threshing over again of old straw, and the leaving untouched 
"ripe sheaves ready to yield the wheat of wisdom under the flails of 
discussion." "Pressing questions — public hygiene, conservation, the 
control of monopoly, the protection of labor go to the foot of the 
docket, and public interests suffer" (p. 279). Withal, beauty, stature, 
vitality, morality will probably decline, and "the older immigrant 
stocks are becoming sterile even as the old Americans became sterile" 
(p. 303). Never have the foreign-born and their children formed so 
large a proportion of the American people as at the present time, and 
" the blood now being injected into the veins of our people is sub-common" 
(p. 285). 

However fully we may share with Professor Ross this dark view of 
the situation, we cannot but regret that here and there he uses pictur- 
esque but opprobrious and offensive terms in characterizing these new- 
comers and heightens effects at the cost of exaggeration and sweeping 
generalization. We should also welcome, even in work of this popular 
nature, an occasional reference to sources. 

It is worthy of note that the ethnic and intellectual aspects of 
immigration receive especial attention; an interesting feature of the 
volume is the mental rating of the various racial groups. The emphasis 
of the book is that of the sociologist and social psychologist rather than 
that of the economist, who has contributed so largely to our immi- 
gration literature. 

Paul S. Peirce 

State University of Iowa 



Jewish Immigration to the United States. By Samuel Joseph. 
Columbia University Studies in History, Economics and 
Public Law, Vol. LIX, No. 4, 1914. 

Dr. Joseph's account of Jewish immigration is a useful analysis of 
the causes and characteristics of one of the most important elements 
in our immigration of the past thirty years. It is divided into two parts : 
(1) a discussion of the economic, social, and political conditions in Russia, 
Roumania, and Austria-Hungary which have caused the emigration of 
the Jews, and (2) the numbers and characteristics of those who have 
come to the United States. 

The immigration of the Russian Jews is the most important, for 
out of over 1,500,000 Jews who came to the United States from 1881 
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to 1910, 71.6 per cent came from Russia alone. The treatment of the 
Jews by Russia and Roumania is in many respects similar. In both 
these countries the limitation of the economic and cultural activities of 
the Jews as well as the Russian pogroms had for their object, according 
to Dr. Joseph, the expulsion and extermination of the Jews from those 
countries. In Galicia, where the Jews are guaranteed their civil and 
political rights under the constitution of 1867, the causes of the increased 
immigration in recent years is shown to be the organization by the Poles 
of economic boycotts against the Jew. This movement made life un- 
endurable in a country in which poverty is general. The numbers com- 
ing from other parts of Austria and Hungary are insignificant. 

The characteristics which distinguish Jewish immigration from the 
immigration of other peoples the author shows grow out of the fact that 
it is induced mainly by persecution. Instead of the great preponderance 
of young men that is found among the Italians, Greeks, and Poles, it is 
a family immigration; instead of being mainly farmers and farm labor- 
ers, the most important occupational group among the Jews is that of 
the garment workers, which explains their occupational-distribution 
in the United States. Migrating as do the Jews to escape religious and 
political persecution their coming is not experimental as is the coming 
of those who desire to better their economic conditions. Because of the 
restriction of educational opportunities in the countries from which they 
come, illiteracy among the Jews is high (26 . 7 per cent of those entering 
the United States from 1899 to 1910) in spite of the fact that they are 
city residents, but not as high as among the peasants who are not pro- 
hibited from attending school but who, unlike the Jews, live in the rural 
districts where schools often do not exist. 

The book contains an appendix of useful statistical tables. It is 
altogether the sort of contribution to the history of immigration which 
is much needed. 

Grace Abbott 

Chicago, III. 



La Sociedad Argentina. Analisis-critica. Por Cesar Reyes. 

Cordoba: Imprenta La Minerva, de Alfonso Aveta, 1913. 

Pp. xxi+643. 

In this Doctor's dissertation, presented at the University of Cordova, 

the author has attempted to glorify his native country. The general 

setting of the treatise is historical, the intent being apparently to account 

for the existing political, economic, religious, educational, and other 



